Sapporo Declaration on Glocal Environmental Education

International Symposium on Glocal Environmental Education (GEE) 2008
5-6 July 2008, Hokkaido University of Education, Sapporo, Hokkaido, Japan

To Those Gathering for G8 Hokkaido-Toyako Summit

We need to give young people a hope in the future and provide a positive context for fostering active
citizens, able to build a more just and sustainable future bringing a better quality of life for all. To achieve
this we need to re-orientate our approach to environmental education through:

1. Improving learning opportunities through

1) Giving every young person in the world access to basic education.

2) Enhancing opportunities for students at all levels for environmental learning, including first hand
observation and experience of the environment.

3) Providing students at all levels with environmental learning that connects with current issues such as
natural hazards and prepares them to be safer in the future.

4) Giving teachers at all levels more opportunities for environmental learning and education.

5) Strengthening opportunities for lifelong environmental learning and value education.

6) Providing access to more up-to-date, accurate and reliable information for teachers, students and
other learners of environmental subjects.

7) Improving school textbooks and other education materials for environmental learning related to
sustainable development.

2. Strengthening existing good practices and overcoming the barriers and gaps that hinder their
spread and development through
1) Promoting the existing good practices of environmental education whether small or large, local or
global.
2) Encouraging cultural and regional collaboration to facilitate the flow of information and ideas that
help to improve and encourage environmental education and mutual understanding
3)Overcoming disciplinary barriers that hinder the flow of information and ideas that promote education
for sustainable development.
4) Providing a platform for communication and mutual understanding between different groups of
people.

3. Enhancing research-led teaching through
1) Providing funds for research and evaluation of current good practices in environmental education
2) Establishing a systematic empirical basis of the value and effectiveness of environmental education.

As a new conceptual, practical and research framework of environmental education that synthesizes the
above, we the participants of the GEE Symposium 2008 suggest the promotion of Glocal Environmental
Education as an approach to bring about a meaningful integration of the global and local, and through
this support a more effective environmental education.

Contact: Yukio Himiyama, Chair of GEE Symposium 2008
himiyama@asa.hokkyodai.ac.jp tel. fax. 0166 59 1283 mobile phone: 090 5599 2930
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