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English education at elementary schools in Japan:
Problems and solutions, with a focus on the
development of language awareness
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Background
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Katakana words in elementary school
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Language awareness activity
(Integrated learning via katakana words)
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AEE0DE= Background
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Debate over Elementary School English

#HFl: EFEDEFTADES
Criticism: Decline in L1 abilities
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Opposite viewpoint: Positive impact

on L1 abilities (Bialystok 2001, Calgary
report)
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What kinds of activities are needed?
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Activities that spark interest in English &
Japanese, as well as language in general
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Activities that develop English skKills
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Language awareness activities about
katakana words
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3 kinds of Japanese Letters

OB =2IlF5 (Sapporo)
Hiragana
37 :

vy Sapporo
Katakana /7 (Sapporo)
EF

Kanii (IR  (Sapporo)
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Katakana words in Japanese

137 FEE Katakana words

FEE - 7w )L English — apple
WEE - 7IL/NA | German - Arbeit
{hiE X2  French — jupon

+ 43— —naitaa
/N2 - pasokon

r—~A34 - keitai



3 Kinds ofi Japanese letters
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Sapporo’ s beer is delicious,
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Freguency of katakana words in
elementary school textbooks
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2004 Ministry-approved textbooks
(grades 1-6)

441 44 textbooks
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Number of katakana words In textbooks

NG — DM EITIC
D~ a3 « HMEHT-EE
Tokens 3409 [E—2&LT

MAT-8
1548
Types 1286
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JILEIiank EH ZE& Loan Words ;ﬁﬁf‘iq
1\ TIL—7 group 39
2| h—F card 34
3|/—k notebook 30
41557 graph 28
5|7 R—IL ball 27
6|7 AN America 26
1A —2Yk internet 25




FEAEEHLY (34008H)
Tokens by grade (total = 3409)
995
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\WWhich subjects have an “affinity” with
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English via katakana words?

RIEDEWNFHEHINTFEZ LD

R, AM—, H1, EH, 75E)

M ELTHKEZRSI=-ETTELH D,

Japanese — Many familiar words
(vegetables, fruit, sports, animals)
Also whole lesson about katakana words
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Home economics — fruit, vegetables, clothes
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Music - names of countries
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Results of freguency analysis

FEBIFB R =TT CEZHDAFNFZEISHEIN T
VS (BEE1286%1E%8, #251T3409)

Just thru textbooks, children come Iinto
contact with a considerable number of
katakana words

DR DAT, EFEDOHAFEEIS jJ’)UJd‘ DR
=<, a&nmﬁ@l SEAMED S ELEECZLN,

Among school subjects, Japanese has
highest frequency of katakana words, many
of which are appropriate for use in activities
using English
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FETDHEISHZDFFEMNLELTLNS
Children are surrounded by katakana
words

FEBI=BIE DIAFFEITDNT,

Children’s knowledge of katakana words
IS unanalyzed
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Children’s unanalyzed knowledge of katakana words

H3 7 Katakana words

- 77 )L English — apple
JEE - 7IL/N(F German - Arbeit
{hi8 RX7R>  French — jupon
+4%— Jpz. English — naitaa

r—7#R4 Japanese - keitai



NENT sz B LT=2fE 2D =1
2 Kinds of language awareness activities
with katakana woerds

5} K55 & HARED X A

Distinguishing —) =»> [E|zH
between Japanese L1 ability
words and

loanwords, etc

ENMNERFBELTHEZ DD
BER-ETOEVE? —> 52515 FH T
Which words can be L2 ability

used Iin English;
differences In
meaning &
pronunciation
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Hokkaido Univ. of Education, Hakodate Attached
Elementary School
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Two appreaches

KRS e Ry I H—F
TRER

Language learning ) T
approach Tt ==
(acquisition-oriented) K%Ei
This activity

WEFEHT IA—F
R IK - B M ST
(AERHITEEN. BINFEE)
Integrated learning approach
(motivation-oriented:
experiential /
autonomous learning)
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Purpose of activity.
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25 Language awareness
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Communicative and attitudinal
development
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12 A 71 English skills
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Number of classes and students

- sz BJ — =
1= 2= (A 24 BH
Exchange
No. of classes students
35F 4 3
Grade 3
5 F 7 —_
Grade 5
O F 4
Grade 6 9
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Steps In activity
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Finding and compiling katakana werds (Grade 6)

e :_1‘ .......
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My collection of katakana words
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Checking for comprehension (Grade 3)

+&t: B REEMNG
[FL o THMYET M2
Child shows a picture and asks:
‘Do you know ‘orange’?”
gk O X CHIES 1>
Exchange students answer:

Yes, we say - ". OR
No, we say y
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T DEEFELEEA !
Sonny, we don t understand'
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Do you know ‘ice cream’?
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o5, LT !
All right, they understood'
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« ¥&£%: Do you know A L2 ?
« B4 Yes, we say ‘orange’.

« F&3: Do you know F1J?

s BZHE: No,ldon't 2727

s FED: 1) VTRAFY—TIZA %
: 3) REHITERZFED




Do you know Z'J> (pudding) ?



ETARKI 502 o TE AT=2T
So they don’t say “pierrot,” they
say “clown”



SEEDEX[E Categorizing words

.64 (Grades 3 & 6)

BLIZ<D2T=H2FEE

Words that were hard to understand
BUL=h37F 58

Words that were understood

F (Grade 5)

:Z;8 Etymology
DY ILE (FR 5 5E. BREE
Type of word (abbreviation, etc.)
ER-FEEDEL
Differences In pronunciation / meaning
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Categorizing: Grade 3
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Categorizing:

Grade 6 |
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Categorizing: Grade 5
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Results of the activity

BEDE
Comments
from children




N3]

JAFNT sEERFEITEDI LV DER

AZHFIE. NNEDANZBLIEHS
EEHSTULV=DT. EhHolild
NH-T. DLUKYLZELT=,
HRENLN-2Y, EARAE VA
MEMNT=Y, L EEINENAFD
FIFIEHEENDE-{SAHD
AT EBWVELT=, FIAIX.

[ 2541\ RIS REILIED
3. EREVANEHNVELT=,
(KA)




Comments from children

1) Noticing the differences between
Japanese and English

| thought that foreign people could
understand katakana words, so | was a
little surprised that they couldn’t
understand some of them. With different
pronunciation or completely different
ways of saying things, etc., there are
lots of katakana words that can’t be
understood. For example, words like
“frypan” or “randoseru’ are completely
different. (KA)
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FIF. 1 EBDOEER LT BA
DHZFHFTTEH. T DDA BEERMLABH
HGEEZED., F{SAHLMYFELT-,
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Comments from children

1) Noticing the differences between
Japanese and English

Through my first experience talking with
foreign people | learned that there are
differences in meaning and pronunciation
between Japanese and English. When |
asked about ‘melon,’ | learned that suika
(watermelon) iIs also a kind of melon. This
was the first time I'd heard this, so | was
glad to learn it. (YT)
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Comments from children
2) Communicating with foreign people

Blonde hair, blue eyes, speaking English
fluently. At first | felt like there was a big
distance between us. | couldn’t really
Imagine what kind of country Canada is.
But, after 30-45 minutes, just being
together, | felt closer to her. Even if you
don’t speak the same language, as long as
you have heart, no matter where people
are from, Canada or wherever, they will
smile and answer for you. (NS)
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Comments from children
3) Developing English skills

It was hard because If you don’t
pronounce something carefully,
It will be taken for a completely

different word (SS)

| learned a lot, so when | get to junior
high school | want to try hard to learn
about pronunciation and different

ways of saying things (MF)




IZZEDEE DT Types of classes

o 34 /7' L\@E %Lﬂ %*l\fdﬂllb\n
HZEEEHHESR O

Grade 3 Focus on games, fun, &
basic understanding

English learning activities



IZEDER DT Types of classes
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Grade 5 Focus on language
awareness, objectivity

English learning activities + Japanese
learning activities



IZEDHE DT Types of classes
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Grade 6 Focus on communication with
foreign people, asking guestions In
English, discovery

English learning activities
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Summary. of findings

1) JEEEREEDEVETERT D
Developing awareness of differences
between Japanese & English

2) EVENE-EEIT S
Sparking interest: new experiences,
discoveries
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Summary. of findings

<)
Building bridges to English proficiency

R LUALTIE | SV E T EERE
MOLZEZNIEEZ D IEVSTEBRITERE.

Kt

Teaching children that
katakana words can be useful,
IT used with caution
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1) BiEEHmEDEVDEFIEN S,
9&5%@ INEEIEET HH
From awareness to language use

2) BAADEELLTHEZSHELMAELPTLY
NFNTFB/ERET B,
Survey common mistakes caused by
Katakana words

3) EDFET. EDEIENFNFFEZEHY
ElFondh

What Katakana words can be
Introduced at which grade?
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Conclusion

TThe purpose of elementary school English
IS to provide initial motivation to children
through experiential activities. Thus our
primary aim should be a creation of

enl
chi
rat

Ightening and rich activities where
dren experience a foreign language,
ner than aiming only at an outright

acquisition of the language per se.

FLEX = FLES
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