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Fe PUrpPose off this Paper.

m 110 explore the possipility of
applying “Superphonics” (alse
called the “Miskin Method”) to the
Japanese context of English
Education In maintained state
primary schools.



Elmhurst Prmary Scheoel i east
|_onden—Its context.

= VIest of the pupils come: from
Bangladesh, Pakistan and Semalia
(So the pupil body Includes many.
ethnic. minorities, and It I1s an
English as an Additional
_Language (EAL) situatien).



RoOUQM Idea of the education
system 1n Englanad,

= Primany education
Reception (Foundation Stage)—ages
4-5.
Years 1-2 (Key Stage 1)—ages 5-7.
Years 3-6 (Key Stage 2)—ages 8-11.



What 1s “"Superphonics’?

® Phonics shows children the connection between
letters and sounds, giving them the tools they
need to read and spell with confidence.

Superphonics 1s based on the method Ruth Miskin
has evolved to teach reading and spelling to
children at her own primary school, which she

has done with remarkable success.

(Superphonics Book 2, Ruth Miskin)



“Superphonics” consists of 44
sounds.

= 25 consonants: f, I, m, n, r, S, v, z, Sh, th,
ng, ¢/k, h, p, t, ch, b, d, g,
J, W, Y, X (Cs), qu (cw),
nk (ng k).
= 19 vowels: a, e, |, o, U, ay, ee, igh, ow,
00 (zoo)/o0o (book), ar, or, air,
Ir, ou, oy, Ire, ear, ure.
--Wwhich are called “speed sounds™.
(Teacher's Handbook, Ruth Miskin: Literacy)



How Is “Superphonics”
taught?

= Step 1 Find the rhyming words: cat—mat.
= Step 2 Find the sounds: c/ait.

= Step 3 Blend the soeunds. The alien
Phoneme Fred (3™ video clip) is useful
here. Poor Phoneme Fred can only
speak In separate phonemes—c/a/t—and
your child will be able to help him to
blend these into a spoken word.




= Step 4 Split the word into sounds.
IHearing the phonemes, and
saying them in quick
succession prepares children
for spelling.

= Step 5 Read the word.

= Step 6 Spell the word.
(Superphonics Book 2, p.2)



S| 0bservation on videoclips..

' |ps—ReLﬁmon pupils
BErA@eHRNadHNidEo clips)
nd 'tober (3 video clip), 2005 (at

're /4’ beglnnlng of the lessons In

T Eat h

y to catch the underplnnlng
-COncept/prlnC|pIe of “Superphonics”:

Individual sound—sound combination
—rhyming.



Vieresthan the underpmnln
CONCED /prlncq:ﬂé‘ —

y .;'Pronunuatlon with an
Aetion (ex. hop, jump, pat)—TPR.

_\f_,és d pronunC|at|on without

plctures/realla—lts context, In
~ which English is used in daily life,
plays an indispensable role.



\/\/h}'l NIUFSt USES - ——
f-phOhIC@Q—

- L e— —

> SOl me 98SIS for Ilteracy

(...the S 'national curriculum test
- SC __ES have been rising each
-‘-"4' year since they introduced it.)

-(T‘n e [imes Eaucational Supplement,
- January 13t™, 2006, p.24)



Implications from the practices in EImhurst
on Its possible application in Japan.

* Flashback on the features of the practice.
1. teaching a single alphabet letter and the
equivalent sound first, and then providing
Its combination to enable children to read
a word.
2. teaching regularities between the sounds
and letters (words), paying special

_ _



3. introducing sounds and spellings at
the same time.

4. reinforcement pronunciation/reading
practice of the sounds, words and
phrases by each child with his her
partner.

5. the use of support teachers
(teaching assistants) in the pair work.

P



Not allowed/possible to deal with
letters In maintained state primary
schools in Japan?

e According to the current National
Curriculum (the Course of Study),
puplls are supposed to learn
Romaji In Year 4.

'—“ﬂ



Conclusions.

® Possible to use “Superphonics” in our
context:

For teachers, need to master only 44
sounds (should change Japanese way of
thinking about alphabet). The alphabet
should be connected primarily with the
sounds before being recognised as letters;

use of pair-work technique.
With the help of ALT (sometimes).
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