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The purpose of this paper is to explore the possibility of applying “Super
Phonics” (developed by Ruth Miskin--also called the “Miskin Method”) to the
Japanese context of English Education in maintained state primary schools.
The paper is based on an analysis of the method as actually practiced in a
London school.

As the Times Educational Supplement has said, it has been proved that,
in certain contexts, such as primary schools in London, “Super Phonics” is
functioning very well. In this article, Elmhurst Primary School in East
London is examined as having been successful in having improved both the
reading and writing abilities of its pupils by the use of “Super Phonics”. The
author had the opportunity actually to observe several lessons in “Super
Phonics” for Reception pupils (at the age of five, just before entering Key
Stage 1 in compulsory education in England) at Elmhurst Primary School.
The same class was visited on a regular basis for about seven months. This
observation in Elmhurst Primary School made it clear that “Super Phonics”
worked very well with that particular class. However, it must also be said
that some conditions must be present for “Super Phonics” to function
successfully. Therefore, in this paper, first of all, by observing video clips of
the lessons at Elmhurst, the reasons why “Super Phonics” has been
successful in this context will be considered. We can anticipate these reasons
for this success: 1. teaching a single alphabet letter and the equivalent sound
first, and then providing its combination to enable children to read a word. 2.
teaching regularities between the sounds and letters (words), especially
paying attention to the rhyming words in a phrase. 3. introducing sounds
and spellings at the same time. 4. reinforcement pronunciation/reading
practice of the sounds, words and phrases by each child with his/her partner.

5. the use of support teachers (teaching assistants) in the pair work.



Secondly, the possibility of application in the Japanese context will be
discussed. For the moment it appears that one significant issue blocks the
possibility of a direct and straight application of the Miskin Method to the
current Japanese situation: the objective of the lessons in Japan is only to
provide chances for the pupils to get accustomed to English or even to
English-speaking culture; therefore, it is not considered desirable (and
sometimes not even allowed) to introduce letters in English lessons in usual
maintained state primary schools. Moreover, in the London school, English is
regarded as an Additional Language (EAL), while in the Japanese schools
English is viewed just as a Foreign Language (EFL). Also, it is obvious that,
in the London context, the pupils have far more opportunities to come into
contact with English around them in daily life. Moreover, the objective of the
lessons in Elmhurst is to support the pupils in developing their abilities in
the English language so that they can live successfully in England. There is,
however, one aspect found in the Elmhurst situation which is quite similar to
that in Japan: many of the children in Elmhurst do not understand English
at the very beginning of their Reception stage and they tend not to use
English at home. In other words, most of the pupils in Elmhurst are from
non-English speaking backgrounds, such as Bangladesh, Pakistan and
Somalia; this implies that the conditions of English lessons in Elmhurst can
be regarded as being very similar to those in Japan in that the pupils have
not grown up in English-speaking families.

Therefore, this paper will emphasise the possibility and the importance of
introducing “Super Phonics” on the basis of the analysis of the Elmhurst
situation: how it is possible to use a similar method in a Japanese classroom
in order to enable the Japanese pupils (especially the very beginners) to
master English sounds more easily and effectively. Especially as the
National Curriculum in Japan will soon be established for English Education
in maintained state primary school (Years 5 and 6), it seems necessary to
take a more positive approach, one designed to enhance the communicative
competence of the pupils in English, which would mean that it would be
rational to introduce letters at least minimally in order to provide more
chances for the pupils to get accustomed to the logical sound system in
English. In conclusion, the possibility of “Super Phonics” being successful in

a Japanese context will be examined.
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